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Piketberg

REW visited Piketbearg

Mountain during 2008 and
2009 and their visitse promptad
a group of us to start looking
at a numbear of andangered
spacies we have in our immeaedi-
ate wvicinity.

This scarced an inceresc in find-
ing out more of the flora on

our mountain. Our firse outing
was in February 20089 with four
people. We now walk the second
Sacturday of every month and we
Ssomeatimeas numbear more cthan
20 witch an average of aboutc 12
ragulars. ODur outings. at cthis
stage, ara mora of a ‘nacture
ramble’ as we lack mambars
wich a professional botcanical
background to help us identcify
and explain some of the things
we sae. When it comes to flow-
ars. our limitaed diagnostic skills
have somatimeas convincad us
chat we hawve found locts of new
species as we can't locate
piccures of chem in our books!
Ve have a sctrong emphasis on
the social aspeact of the rambla
and insist that wea have a stop
for snacks and a chat. We try
and visit a diffarant farm aveary
month and we'vae been amazed
at che different microclimaces
within such a small area. This
year outings have includaed visits

Figura 1 The magnificent flowars
of Eladiolus insolans.



to a yellowwood forest and rock
paintings. One of our biggest
questions this year was why
Erica piketbergensis flowers in
June and October. We now sus-
pect these might be two differ-
ent Erica species that are very
similar and grow in the same
areas.

Exciting finds which we have
had diagnosed with the help of
outsiders are Gladiolus insolens
and Pelargonium longicaule var.
augustipetalum which, appar-
ently, has the largest flower

in the Geraniaceae. Our other
flower photographs will have to
be identified when Ismail and Va-
thiswa come and visit with their
superb diagnostic skills.
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Figure 2.—Large flowering Pelargonium longicaule var. angustipetalum.



